
 

 

January 6, 2014 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Transfiguration,  

Firstly may I wish you all a happy Feast of the Epiphany as well as a happy, healthy and fulfilling New 

Year! 

Secondly I would like to report on a wonderful Christmas celebration at Transfiguration. At the Midnight 

Mass we had a capacity crowd (approx. 340) which was the most in my time here. But what was most 

heartening was the effort of the parish staff and many volunteers to make the church look so beautiful and 

the services so memorable. As ever our various choirs provided marvelous music to accompany the 

various celebrations. 

As most of your know I leave today on a 6 week sabbatical to visit family and friends in Australia and to 

enjoy some summer sunshine! To ensure that the regular services and ministries continue the vestry has 

agreed to take on two part time priests to cover my absence. Canon George Brandt will be present 

Monday through Thursday mornings as well as on Sundays. Canon Brandt has recently retired from the 

parish of St Michael’s on the Upper West Side where he was Rector for many years. He is now living 

close by to Transfiguration and attends occasional services with us. 

With Father McPherson undergoing chemo and radio therapies for most of the time I am away I felt it 

necessary to obtain some more assistance as well. I am happy to announce that Mother Mary Julia Jett, 

who is a doctoral student in church history at Union Theological Seminary, will be working in the parish 

on a very part time basis for the next three months. She will assist particularly with some of the daily 

services as well as the Sunday liturgies.  

I am pleased to report that Father McPherson is doing as well as can be expected but not surprisingly 

finds he tires easily from the various therapies. Please continue to uphold him in your prayers.  

I look forward to returning in mid-February, a year older and maybe a little wiser! 

With my loving and prayer-filled good wishes,  

                                                                                                                  Rector 


